Elizabeth Vass of Pulaski County, Georgia 


Elizabeth Vass was a head of household in the 1820 Pulaski County, Georgia census. 
Her household included one male and two females under 10 (Uriah, Margaret and 
Nancy Vass), a female aged 26-44 (Elizabeth) and an unknown male aged 26-44. 
Though possible it's not plausible that this male was Elizabeth's husband as it would 
have been highly unusual for her to be named head of household were that the case. 


No Vasses were found in a page-by-page search of the 1830 census for Pulaski, nor 
were there any Vasses on the tax lists that survive for the decade between, i.e., 1822, 
1823-1824, 1827 and 1829,” but Elizabeth would have appeared only if she had land or 
other taxable property since she had no sons of tithable age. In 1840, Uriah Vass 
headed a household that included 1 male 10-15 (brother James); 1 male 15-20 (brother 
John M.); 1 male 20-30 (Uriah); 1 female 15-20 (sister Lucinda); 1 female 20-30 (sister 
Nancy) and 1 female 50-60 (mother Elizabeth).° 


Elizabeth Vass's birth family 


Elizabeth was the daughter of John Sylvester, who made a deed gift to his six children 
on 8 December 1814, i.e., John, Mary, Nancy, Harriet and Serena Sylvester and 
Elizabeth Vass. One of the witnesses was John M. Vass‘ and | believe this was 
Elizabeth's husband. 


John Sylvester died soon after executing this deed. Temporary letters of administration 
were granted to Josiah Cawthon on 22 February 1815 with permanent letters issued to 
Josiah Cawthon and Mary Sylvester on 1 May 1815.° Three of the Sylvester children 
were still minors — John, Harriet and Serena — and were placed under guardianship in 
January 1817.° John and Serena later requested different guardians, an option 
available to minors who were at least 14 years old, with John choosing Josiah Cawthon 
in 1818 and Serena choosing Hiram Atkinson in 1824.’ 





' 1820 U.S. census, Pulaski County, Georgia, population schedule, p. [72B], line 10, Elizabeth Vass; 
digital images, Ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com: 2010), citing NARA microfilm publication M33, 
roll 9. 

* Pulaski County, Georgia Tax digests, abt. 1809-1870, FamilySearch.org (https://www.familysearch.org) 
via Catalog. 

° 1840 U.S. census, Pulaski County, Georgia, population schedule, Capt. Conner's District, p. 17 
(penned), line 16, U. Vass (indexed as V. Vass); digital images, Ancestry.com: 2010, citing NARA 
microfilm publication M704, roll 49. 

* Pulaski County, Georgia Deed Book D: 13-14, digital inages, FamilySearch.org via Catalog, images 
489-490. 

> Pulaski County, Georgia Register of Admin., Etc., consulted as "Georgia, Wills and Probate Records, 
1742-1992," digital images, Ancestry.com; p. 2, image 35, and p. 42, image 87. 

® Ibid.; p. 6, image 67. Guardianship bonds of $1000 each by Edward Bryan, with securities by Daniel 
Cole, for Harriet on January 6th and for Serena on January 13th; guardianship bond of $1000 by Daniel 
Cole on January 6th for John Sylvester with Edward Bryan providing securities. 

’ Pulaski County, Georgia Court of Ordinary Minutes, 1813-1850, digital images, FamilySearch.org via 
Catalog; p. 24, September 1818 term, application of John Sylvester stating that Daniel Cole "was about to 
remove without this state", image 48; and p. 154, 1 March 1824, application of Cyreney Sylvester, orphan 
of John Sylvester, image 123. 


Elizabeth Vass of Pulaski County, Georgia | Donna Newman, compiler | July 2019 review p.1 of 5 


John M. Vass (Sr.) 


John M. Vass, age 29, was convicted of horse stealing in Pulaski County, sent to prison 
for a four-year term on 3 November 1818 and died there on 20 April 1819.° 


His age from this record calculates to a birth year of 1789 but he was probably born in 
1788 as he was selected to serve as a Petit Juror in Pulaski in 1809 and would need to 
have been 21.° He was on the Defaulters list in Capt. Hall's district in 1810."° In 1811, 
he was in Capt. Fiveash's (346th) district'’ where he was on the Defaulters list,'* was 
appointed constable’? and was made Ensign with the Georgia Militia.'* He resigned his 
ensigncy on 20 June 1812.'° 


During the War of 1812, John was a private in the 1st Regiment, Georgia Militia 
commanded by Lt. Col. Joseph B. Chambers. He was with Capt. Shadrach Atkinson's 
Company of Georgia Drafted Militia beginning on 7 October 1812, with the term of 
service to expire on 7 April 1813. He deserted on October 27th per a December muster 
roll at Camp Newhope, St. John's River in East Florida. '® 


Except for the prison register, the last record found for John is his 1816 Pulaski County 
tax list with one poll and one riding horse in Capt. Lester's district,’ the same district 
where John M. Jr. was living when he was registered for the 1821 lottery. John Sr. was 
not listed in 1818, the next tax year available. 


Likely children of Elizabeth Vass, father presumed to be John M. Vass 


e Margaret Vass was born between 1810 and 1815 based on her reported age 
range in the 1820 and 1830 censuses.'® She married Ebenezer Folsom in 
Pulaski County on 17 November 1829."° 


® "Georgia, Central Register of Convicts, 1817-1976," digital images, Ancestry.com: 2014. 

* Pulaski County, Georgia Court Records: Jurors’ list 1809-1827, etc., digital images, FamilySearch.org 
via Catalog; 5 June 1809, #75 John Vass, image 8. 

'° Pulaski County, Georgia Tax digests, image 129. 

" Sion Fiveash, General Name File, Georgia Archives: Virtual Vault (https://www.georgiaarchives.org), 
Fitzpatrick, Samuel-Flanigan, James Cicero; p. 21, Sion Fiveash was Captain of the 346th district through 
20 June 1812. 

'? Pulaski County, Georgia Tax digests, image 136. 

'S Lee G. Barrow, Early Court Records of Pulaski County, Georgia, 1809-1825 (Greenville, S.C.: Southern 
Historical Press, 1994), 182, Inferior Court, 25 August 1811. 

_ "History of Pulaski County, Georgia: official history," Ancestry.com: 2005, digitized book compiled by 
The Hawkinsville Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, 1935; 230, 28 August 1811. 

'® John Vass, General Name File, Georgia Archives: Virtual Vault, Varner, Nancy-Vaughan, Benjamin, p. 
29. 

'® Compiled service record, John M. Vass, Pvt., 1 Regiment (Chambers'), Georgia Militia; Carded 
Records of Soldiers Who Served in Volunteer Organizations During the War of 1812, Record Group 94, 
National Archives, Washington, D.C. Chambers' full name and rank come from Gordon Burns Smith, 
History of the Georgia Militia, 1783-1861, Vol. 1 (Milledgeville, Ga.: Boyd Publishing, 2000), 142; "This 
command served at Point Petre on the St. Mary's River and on the St. John's River in East Florida." 

” Pulaski County, Georgia Tax digests, image 194. 

'® 1830 U.S. census, Pulaski County, Georgia, Capt. Adams District, p. 161 (penned), line 3, female aged 
15-19 in household of Ebenezer Folsom (indexed as Folson); digital images, Ancestry.com: 2010, citing 
NARA microfilm publication M19, roll 20. 

'S "Georgia, Marriage Records from Select Counties, 1828-1978," digital images, Ancestry.com: 2013 
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e Nancy Vass was born on 27 October 1815, died on 27 December 1881 and is 
buried in Lowndes County, Georgia.” She married John Mcintyre in Pulaski 
County on 16 April 1843.7! 


e Uriah Vass was born between 1810 and 1820 according to his reported age 
range in the two previously cited censuses. But he was not on the 1839 tax list 
for Pulaski and appeared for the first time in 1840, probably having just come of 
age (born about 1819). 


Likely children of Elizabeth Vass, father unknown 


e John M. Vass was born after the 1820 census but no later than 1821, the date 
John M. Sr. was sent to prison making it unlikely this was his son. He was 
identified as an orphan living in Capt. Lester's district, Pulaski County when he 
was registered for the 1821 land lottery, and registration began "within two 
months after the publication of the Act of May 16, 1821."°? He won land in Henry 
County’ sometime in November or December of that year when the drawing 
took place.“ John Vass was one of the purchasers at the sale of Uriah Vass's 
personal estate in November 1841.*° 


e Lucinda Vass was born on 9 October 1822 and died on 6 April 1880, according 
to the family Bible of her son John Wesley Conner.”° Lucinda married William D. 
Conner in Pulaski County on 11 July 1841.°” 


e James Vass was born about 1829 according to the age reported for him in 1850, 
when he was living with sister Nancy Mclntyre's family in Telfair County.® 





*° Gravestone for Nancy Vass McIntyre, Findagrave.com #82109821, McIntyre Family Cemetery, Ousley, 
Lowndes, Georgia. 

7! "Georgia, Marriage Records from Select Counties, 1828-1978," Ancestry.com. 

*? Robert S. Davis, "The Georgia Loose Land Lottery Papers," Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 52 
(Summer 2016): 136-138, specifically p. 137. 

° John M. Vass (Orp), "1821 Land Lottery", USGenWeb Archives (http://usgwarchives.net/ga/gafiles.htm: 
last updated 4 January 2017), path: Start--> Statewide Files--> Land Records. 

““Land Lottery Records", Georgia Archives (https://www.georgiaarchives.org/research/land_lottery). 

*° Pulaski Co., Ga. Estate Records, "Uriah Vas 1841", image 1085. 

”° Transcribed in Gail Felts Davis, German Carolinians in the Lineage of Emmett Rendol Felts 
(Shreveport, La.: Moore Printing Co., 1982), 226-227. Lucinda's date of death is confirmed in her son-in- 
law's petition for letters of administration ("Lucinda Conner 1873", Pulaski County Estate Records: 
Comer, Lucenda-Currell, J.A., FamilySearch.org, image 380). Also, from the 1880 mortality schedule for 
Pulaski County: Lucindy Conner, age 58, born in Georgia, parents born in Georgia, resident of the county 
for 58 years, died of pneumonia in April 1880, Family #143, which corresponds to son John Wesley's 
household ("U.S., Federal Census Mortality Schedules, 1850-1885," digital images, Ancestry.com: 2010). 
77 "Georgia, Marriage Records from Select Counties, 1828-1978," Ancestry.com. 

*8 1850 U.S. census, Telfair County, Georgia, population schedule, 339th District, p. 770 (penned), 
dwelling 186, family 186, James Vass in the household of John Mcintyre; digital image, Ancestry.com: 
2009, citing NARA microfilm publication M432, roll 83. 
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Vass estates: Uriah likely died in early Fall 1841 as Wiley Holder was granted letters of 
administration on the 1st of November after having given the required 30 days' legal 
notice of his intent to apply. His bond was for $500 with Elijah Pickering providing 
securities.”° 


No estate records have been found for Elizabeth Vass but a couple of things suggest 
that she died around the same time as Uriah and that Wiley Holder administered both 
estates as though they belonged to Uriah singly: 


e In January 1843 Wiley Holder was given leave by the court to sell Uriah's real 
estate*’ but Uriah reported no land on the one tax list he appeared on in 1840. 
However, his mother reported 20212 acres of pine land in 1839 and\1840,°' and 
Uriah's estate appraisal includes "One Lott Pine Land" valued at $400, with the 
total estate appraised at $670.12%.°" 


e William D. Conner was granted guardianship on 6 March 1843 of James Vass, 
"Orphan Child of Elizabeth Vass"*? and in his 1845 annual return he reported that 
$23.86 was "Recd of Wiley Holder as admr of Uriah Vass and Elizabeth Vass."*4 


James Vass's guardianship folder contains only the bond and the one return; he was 
clearly an heir of Elizabeth and presumably an heir of his brother Uriah but the monies 
received from Wiley Holder were obviously not from the sale of land. No other estate 
administration records have thus far been found for any of these Vasses in a search of 
the usual volumes and, in particular, no final settlement showing what each of the heirs 
received. 


A page-by-page review of Court of Ordinary minutes through the end of 1851 also 
turned up no petitions for dismission of Holder's estate administration or of Conner's 
guardianship; by then Uriah Vass's estate should have been long settled and James 
Vass was unquestionably of age. These minutes were recorded contemporaneously in 
bound volumes to document matters brought before the probate court, including 


*° Pulaski County, Georgia Court of Ordinary Minutes; pp. 4-5, 1 November 1841, image 341. This record 
states that he had given the required legal notice; what the requirement was-comes from Sandra J. 
Boling, "Significant Legislation Relating to Estate Settlements in Georgia, 1777-1850," Georgia 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 44 (Winter 2008), 351-372, specifically p. 358, para. 3. 

°° Ibid.; January term 1843, image 355. 

$1 Pulaski County, Georgia Tax digests, image 342, tax year 1839, line 22, Elizabeth Vass; and image 
377, tax year 1840, lines 6 and 7, Uriah and Elizabeth Vass. Elizabeth's land was identified as Lot 295 in 
District 4, Pulaski County. 

*? Pulaski County, Georgia Estate Records 1800-1938, digital images, FamilySearch.org via Catalog; 
"Uriah Vas 1841", images 1078-1087. The appraisal is not dated in the packet of loose estate documents 
but was shown as 27 November 1841 in the bound appraisements volume (Pulaski County, Georgia 
Inventories & Appraisements, 1835-1847, FamilySearch.org, images 457-459); however, the estate sale 
was dated 23 November in both records. 

8 Pulaski County, Georgia Guardian Bonds, 1829-1909, Book B: 36, consulted as "Georgia, Wills and 
Probate Records, 1742-1992"; digital images, Ancestry.com, image 108. 

* Pulaski County, Georgia Annual Returns, Vol. G: 240, FHL microfilm no. 177,735. 
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complaints by heirs-at-law, so the absence of further entries related to the Vass estates 
may signify that the heirs were satisfied with how the estates were administered and 
simply agreed amongst themselves on how to settle them. 


Vass land: Elizabeth's land was reported on tax lists as Lot 295, District 4 and was 
probably the real estate Wiley Holder sought leave to sell. No corresponding deed has 
been found but Lot 295 was reported on William D. Conner's tax list beginning in 
1845. He sold the east half (10114 acres) on 16 December 1850°° and Lucinda's 
administrator sold "parts of Lots 270, 294 and 295" in May 1881°” so perhaps William 
and Lucinda ended up with this land as part of an informal settlement between the Vass 
heirs. 


Other Vasses found in early Pulaski County 


Wilsom Vass (should probably be Wilson), private, was on the payroll of a detachment 
of militia stationed at Fort Pike under the command of Capt. Fort Alford in August 
1814.°8 This was one of the detachments in state service in the War of 1812, "along the 
western frontier from Pulaski and Twiggs Counties" with one other company from 
Pulaski commanded by Capt. Gideon Kellum.°? The surname may have been incorrectly 
transcribed, as a Wilson Bass was found on some of the same jury lists as John Vass. 


Margaret Vass was born in St. Augustine, Florida in 1784 to Lofflin (also seen as 
Lachlan) and Obedience Vass and married Stephen Mitchell in Liberty County, Georgia 
on 11 February 1803.*° They moved soon thereafter to Pulaski County and Stephen 
Mitchell was on the same Petit Jury list as John Vass in 1809. Stephen was widowed by 
the 1850 census“' and died before 6 June 1853, the date his will was proved.** Stephen 
and Margaret Mitchell's son, John Vass Mitchell, was for many years the Clerk of the 
Superior Court* and was the clerk of the Court of Ordinary in Uriah's estate records. 





°° Pulaski County, Georgia Tax digests; 1845, image 101. 

°° Pulaski County, Georgia Deed Book L: 109-110, FamilySearch.org, images 426-427. 

°7 Pulaski County, Georgia Deed Book R: 513, FamilySearch.org, image 314. 

38 "History of Pulaski County, Georgia", Ancestry.com, 224. 

°° Smith, History of the Georgia Militia, 1783-1861, Vol. 1, 151. 

“° "Mitchell Family Notes," The Mitchell Family; Magazine 1 (July 1916), 28; in William Montgomery 
Clemens, Ed., The Mitchell Family Magazine: Genealogical, Historical and Biographical, Volumes One 
and Two (New York: William M. Clemens, n.d.), available for download at Internet Archive 
(https://archive.org). Also, "History of Pulaski County, Georgia: official history," Ancestry.com; 
biographical sketches for L.S. Harrell and James Burwell Mitchell; also "Georgia, Compiled Marriages, 
1754-1850," database, Ancestry.com: 1997. 

“" 1850 U.S. census, Pulaski County, Georgia, population schedule, 69th District, p. 250 (stamped), 
dwelling 326, family 326, Stephen Mitchell; digital image, Ancestry.com, citing NARA microfilm publication 
M432, roll 80. 

“? Will of Stephen Mitchell, Pulaski County, Georgia Will Book A: 351-354, Ancestry.com; images 178- 
179. 

4% "History of Pulaski County, Georgia: official history," Ancestry.com; 384-385, biographical sketch of 
James Burwell Mitchell. 


Elizabeth Vass of Pulaski County, Georgia | Donna Newman, compiler | July 2019 review p.5o0f 5 


